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AT A GLANCE
01/19

Study Hall/Hangout - 6:00 pm
Huddles - 7:00 pm

01/20

Girl’s Devo - 7:00 pm

01/21

Friday Night Live - 6-9:00 pm

01/24

Monday Lunch
Monday Night Devo - 8:00 pm

02/02

5th/6th Grade Hangout

02/08

Fill With Hope Service - 6:15 pm

03/12-19

Nicaragua Mission Trip

Conference Update
Kaylee and I were in Atlanta last
week for the National Children’s
and Youth Ministry Conference. It
is such a blessing to be a part of a
congregation that not only allows us
to go to a conference like this, but
encourages us to do so. The plan
was probably always to drive there
and back, but the uncertainty of
airlines and rental cars solidified our
decision to do so. But let me tell you:
15 hours is a long time to be in a car.
But it was also some of my favorite
part of the conference. It gave Kaylee
and I a lot of time to talk about
our vision for our future together,
our family, and for this church and
ministry.
There were several classes on
the importance of helping parents
disciple their children. One thing that
consistently came up was that if a
student has 5 adults they consider
mentors their probably of remaining
faithful after high school dramatically
increases. (Incidentally, part of the
mental health program CHS teaches
asks students to list 5 adults they
feel like they can turn to.) My goal
over the next couple of weeks is to
reach out to each parent about goals
and growth I have seen in their kids,
while also asking for adults they have
already noticed being mentors to
their children. For those without kids,
where I hope this leads is to give our
members an opportunity to make
an impact without the need to teach
class (but if you want to teach I’d love

follow us on twitter and instagram @ucc_sm

to get you involved.)
Another class I went to was called
“It’s Just a Phase, So Don’t Miss It.”
It focused on child development from
birth through graduation and what
discipleship may look like in each
stage in the realms of faith, health,
technology, and sexual integrity.
There’s too much to post here, but I
will use this material in future posts.

Reading Challenge

I am hoping to encourage our
students to read their Bible more
this year. Plans to read in a year
are great, but can be overwhelming.
My goal is to give about 5 chapters
a week that are connected. If a
student misses a week then they can
easily join back next week without
feeling behind. These would be great
for families to use for devotionals
through the week. This week’s
challenge is Genesis 1-3; Romans
8; Revelation 21, 22. This section
focuses on the beginning and ending
of the Story of God. If you were to
take sin out of the Bible you would
have a small pamphlet, the first and
last two chapters of the Bible. The
other two chapters in this reading
has the introduction of sin and it’s
effect on creation. It also shows us
the direction that history is heading
and we should take comfort that we
are invited to join in this work. I’d love
to hear from you if your family goes
through this. Have a great weekend
and I’ll see you Sunday!
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STUDENT
EDUCATION
Sunday Morning JH & HS
Matt Oglesby (HS) and I
(JH) have been leading our
students through a study of
Hebrews this quarter. It is
not a book that either of us
had spent much attention
to beforehand, but it is so
rich. If you need to know
who Jesus is more fully I
would high recommend to
read Hebrews. This week we
will focus on Jesus is our
High Priest, and why he is
qualified to do so.
Wednesday Night Huddles
We will be doing a few
different things for Huddles
this semester. We will
be focusing on Spiritual
Disciplines each month.
This month is Bible Reading.
Check out the Reading
Challenge presented to our
students in the opening
article. We will also be
doing more service projects.
Our Blessing Bag stash is
running low so this week we
will be putting those together.
Afterwards we will discuss
Loving People Where They
Are, inspired by “Everybody
Always” by Bob Goff.

This Week
January 19th - Study Hall/Hangout & Huddles
The FAC will be opened at 6 pm each Wednesday before Huddles for
students to hang out or spend time doing homework (particularly math or
physics). We’d love for more students to join us during this time!

January 20th - Girl’s Devo
Girl’s Devo will be this Thursday at 7 pm. This is open to JH and HS girls.
We do not have a host for this date yet. You can sign up to host a Girl’s Devo
here!

January 21st - Friday Night Live
We will be having our first Friday Night Live of the semester this week from
6-9 in the FAC. Bring a board game and your friends and hang out for a few
hours! See you there!

Further Out
January 24th - Monday Night Devo

There won’t be Monday Night Devo this week since there isn’t school, so our
next devo will be next Monday. Jeff and Stephanie Lewter (9151 FM 1714)
will host next week. You can sign up to host a Monday Night Devo here!

February 2nd - 5th/6th Grade Hangout
Our 5th/6th Hangout will return in February! I’ll pick up students from CIS and
bring them to the church for games, a devotional, and a meal. There will also
be time set aside for homework if needed. This would be a great opportunity
to invite friends to if you have a child in this grade. You can sign up for our
February event here. If you can help coordinate meals for this semester you
can sign up here.

February 8th - Fill With Hope Service
My have been involved with Fill with Hope (formerly SnackPack4Kids) for
years going back to my days as a LEO Club sponsor at the high school.
Once I stepped down from that I got my small group involved, and this
semester I decided to invite the youth to come work with us. Fill With Hope
provides sack lunches for students over the weekend that may not have food
otherwise. The van will leave at 6:15 pm and we will go to Braum’s for ice
cream afterwards. Students need to bring money for the ice cream or their
food. We should return to the church about 8 pm.
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UCC STUDENTS IN ACTION
I hope everyone had a great Christmas break! We had a great time at our gift exchange for December’s 5th/6th
Grade Hangout, and the JH and HS Christmas parties (I didn’t get a picture of the JH one). I was excited to see
that Keely Burkhalter earned a spot in the ALL-STATE Band. Such an incredible accomplishment. It’s Spring
so that means that stock show season is ramping up. Barrett Bradshaw, Gracie Cox, and Sophie Bradshaw
did well in the Randall County Junior Livestock Show. On top of the stock shows, Barrett is also a member of
our NATIONAL CHIAMPION 4H Livestock Quiz Bowl. This team has been working towards this goal for a few
years and it is great to see their hard work pay off! Finally, we went to work with Fill With Hope this past week.
They provide meals for students over the weekend that may depend on school lunches to eat. They are a great
organization to get involved with and do so much for our community! If you have photos of your kid in action,
please send them to chris.roberts.ucc@gmail.com. Thanks!

